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Synopsis

From the era of slavery to the present day, the first full history of black Americaa ™s shocking
mistreatment as unwilling and unwitting experimental subjects at the hands of the medical
establishment.Medical Apartheid is the first and only comprehensive history of medical
experimentation on African Americans. Starting with the earliest encounters between black
Americans and Western medical researchers and the racist pseudoscience that resulted, it details
the ways both slaves and freedmen were used in hospitals for experiments conducted without their
knowledgeé "a tradition that continues today within some black populations. It reveals how blacks
have historically been prey to grave-robbing as well as unauthorized autopsies and dissections.
Moving into the twentieth century, it shows how the pseudoscience of eugenics and social
Darwinism was used to justify experimental exploitation and shoddy medical treatment of blacks,
and the view that they were biologically inferior, oversexed, and unfit for adult responsibilities.
Shocking new details about the governmenta ™s notorious Tuskegee experiment are revealed, as
are similar, less-well-known medical atrocities conducted by the government, the armed forces,
prisons, and private institutions. The product of years of prodigious research into medical journals
and experimental reports long undisturbed, Medical Apartheid reveals the hidden underbelly of
scientific research and makes possible, for the first time, an understanding of the roots of the African
American health deficit. At last, it provides the fullest possible context for comprehending the
behavioral fallout that has caused black Americans to view researchersa "and indeed the whole
medical establishmentéa "with such deep distrust. No one concerned with issues of public health and
racial justice can afford not to read Medical Apartheid, a masterful book that will stir up both

controversy and long-needed debate.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. This groundbreaking study documents that the infamous Tuskegee experiments, in
which black syphilitic men were studied but not treated, was simply the most publicized in a long,
and continuing, history of the American medical establishment using African-Americans as unwitting
or unwilling human guinea pigs. Washington, a journalist and bioethicist who has worked at Harvard
Medical School and Tuskegee University, has accumulated a wealth of documentation, beginning
with Thomas Jefferson exposing hundreds of slaves to an untried smallpox vaccine before using it
on whites, to the 1990s, when the New York State Psychiatric Institute and Columbia University ran
drug experiments on African-American and black Dominican boys to determine a genetic
predisposition for "disruptive behavior." Washington is a great storyteller, and in addition to giving us
an abundance of information on "scientific racism," the book, even at its most distressing, is
compulsively readable. It covers a wide range of topicséa "the history of hospitals not charging black
patients so that, after death, their bodies could be used for anatomy classes; the exhaustive

A"

research done on black prisoners throughout the 20th centurya “and paints a powerful and
disturbing portrait of medicine, race, sex and the abuse of power. (Dec. 26) Copyright A© Reed
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out

of print or unavailable edition of this title.

*Starred Review* The shameful history of the physical and medical misuse of African Americans
began long before the infamous Tuskegee experiment of the 1930s. Washington, a medical
journalist, offers the first and only comprehensive history of medical experimentation on and
mistreatment of black Americans. Starting with the racist pseudoscience that began when whites
first encountered Africans, Washington traces practices from grave robbing to public display of black
albinos and the "Hottentot Venus," and theories from eugenics to social Darwinism, which have
attempted to justify views of racial hierarchy and mistreatment and even enslavement of blacks.
Washington draws on medical journals and previously unpublished reports that openly
acknowledged racial attitudes and experimentation, protected by the fact that the public and the
media rarely read or understood such reports and often shared similar feelings on the subject.

Washington also details a litany of medical abuses and experimentation aimed at black men in the



military and in prison, as well as women and children, all without proper notification or consent. This
is a stunning work, broad in scope and well documented, revealing a history that reverberates in
African Americans’ continued distrust of the medical profession. Vanessa BushCopyright A©
American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.
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Very informative and educational

| am currently reading this book but have not finished it. It is a very interesting topic. The author
completed extensive research to obtain data and information regarding the use of Blacks in medical

research with and without their consent. It provides a historical context regarding the general

apprehension and fear some Blacks have with regards to seeking medical treatment.
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